Sri Hayagreeva (Hayagriva) Stotram
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Meditate upon the Supreme Being, Sri Hayagriva, the embodiment of
knowledge. Sri Hayagriva is an integrated form of knowledge and
bliss. The one with the face and neck of a horse and who has a
radiant, sparkling body like a pure white crystal, he is the abode of all
learning. He is the first God of all knowledge.
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Sing the glories of the radiant Sri Hayagriva, formed to banish the
worldly afflictions of his devotees. His auspicious image is akin to pure
white crystal. Sri Hayagriva radiates the white rays that resemble the
lustrous nectar, thus making all the three worlds white, and rendering
them pure. He bestows his grace on all three worlds.

The Hala Hala sound emitting from his form as a horse is a neighing
sound that contains the essence of the Upanishads, and the tones of
ornamentation in his legs. The neighing is echoed by the Vedas
consistently. Sri Hayagriva's neighing, the Hesha Hala Halam, removes
inauspiciousness and sins, as well as obstacles from one’s path. Pray
to Sri Hayagriva to remove misfortune to gain the ability to hear his
auspicious neighing that acts as a soothing balm for one’s mundane
afflictions.
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The neighing sounds of Hala Hala emanating from the divine throat of
Sri Hayagriva are the collection of the Sama Vedas, the condensed
meaning of the Rig Vedas, and the essence of the utterance of the

Yajur Vedas. The form of Sri Hayagriva itself is the essence of Mantras

as they are embedded in him. The Haya Haya sounds are the remover

of all obstacles that stand in the way of any individual wanting to
acquire pure knowledge. They are like the ceaseless waves from the
ocean of true knowledge. They light the lamp of knowledge and
illuminate our path towards Moksham (salvation).

The very sounds of the Hala Hala Dhvani dispel the inner darkness
and confusion arising from fallacious arguments by vain disputants
who distort the truth of the Vedas. The innocent and vulnerable are
rescued from the noise made by proponents that defend their illusory
opinions. The divine sounds of the neighing destroy the dark clouds
that block our consciousness, and a real understanding of the
principles, and release us from the cycle of birth and death.
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The propitiousness of Sri Hayagriva with the power of his divine Hala
Hala is like a sun rising to banish any lingering darkness. This lustrous
image acts as a powerful medium that drives away the terror of the
night. He is the propagator of the Vedas and the inner soul who lives
inside all things and human beings in the universe.
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He is the God of Speech, indeed the avatar of the Parama Vasudevan
of Sri Vaikuntam. He is the powerful Vidya Moorthy who gave Veda-
Upadesham to Brahma Deva. He is a divine force that helps reveal
pure knowledge to us. He is that unique morning light that drives
away the inner darkness, and one should pray that this auspicious
and divine form of the Supreme Being shines before humanity and
within. He has the power to make it possible for human beings to see
hitherto, the unknown.

Vishnu, the Supreme Preserver, came to the rescue of Brahma Deva
when he lost the Vedas to two asuras - Madhu and Kaitabha. God
incarnated as Hayagriva and punished the two asuras. He rescued the
Vedas and helped Brahma continue his duty. He is the Supreme God
of Learning as he instructed Brahma Deva on the four Vedas.
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The devotees seek refuge in Sri Hayagriva, who is the supreme
embodiment of pure and divine knowledge. He is the purest of the
absolute. He is an overflowing treasure house of mercy, and he
blesses the devotees who surrender unto him. He blesses them with
his divine knowledge that will liberate them from the cycle of birth and
death. He has taken the vow to free them from the darkness of
ignorance. He stands as a beacon light, their sole refuge. He is the
unfailing protector of all.
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Sri Vedanta Desikan, the composer of the Stotram, addresses Sri
Hayagriva. He seeks forgiveness from God for his foolish yet bold
attempt to sing his glories with his limited knowledge and faculties.
The Vedas are vast and have no author. Even today, people struggle to
define Sri Hayagriva’s distinctive qualities, his sacred entity, and the
endless divine attributes. Even the great Vedas cannot fully
comprehend and praise his glories completely.

The composer, a humble devotee, says he has stepped forward boldly
out of sheer foolishness, to praise Sri Hayagriva. He claims he is his
child with hardly any intellect and knows he is unfit to sing Sri
Hayagriva's glories. He craves forgiveness for his shortcomings to
engage in this impossible task.
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Sri Hayagriva is the God of all Knowledge and learning. He is the
eternal source.

One of the foremost beneficiaries who obtained divine knowledge
from Sri Hayagriva was Dakshinamoorthy. He sat under a golden
banyan tree and taught the highest truth as absorbed from Sri
Hayagriva, to the four eminent and older sages - Agasthyar,
Pulasthyar, Daksha, and Markandeyar, through the medium of silence.

Goddess Saraswati, the divine source of knowledge and the consort of
Brahma, whose abode is the white lotus, and the mighty Sage Ved
Vyas, all derived their divine speech from a minuscule fragment of the
power of Sri Hayagriva, he who is the epitome of knowledge.

Sri Hayagriva is the Supreme source of divine knowledge. Great and
eminent ones owe it to him for even the fraction of knowledge with
which they have been empowered.
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Sri Hayagriva is the treasure house of all knowledge. He gave the
divine advice on the Vedas with meaning on obscure details to
Brahma, who lost the Vedas to the two asuras -Madhu and Kaitabha,
in his moment of distraction. At a total loss, Brahma did not know how
to act. God’s empathy for Brahma'’s plight moved him to recover the
Vedas and re-instruct Brahma on the Vedas and their meaning once
more.

Sri Hayagriva acted in time to restore Brahma's fortune and status as
the Creator, failing which he would have been incapable of performing
his duties. Brahma Deva prayed to the Supreme Being to intervene so
that he could have the fortune and blessing of being able to continue
his duties of creation. God answered Brahma's prayers and restored
his divine knowledge.
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Sri Hayagriva, of the Supreme knowledge, steadied the Deva Guru,
Brihaspathi, from deviating from the righteous path. Brihaspathi is the
great teacher and son of Angirasa Prajapathi, one of the ten offspring
of Brahma's mind. He is known for his great intellect and power of
speech and is an expert on astronomy and astrology.
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Of impeccable ancestry and progeny, at one time, Brihaspathi himself
got into trouble while interpreting the Dharma Shastras. He authored
the Brihaspathi Samhita, an extensive collection of his teachings for
the Devas. His mind started oscillating, and he was so confused that
he ended up creating a worldly system that completely denied the
existence of God. Sri Hayagriva intervened and stabilized Brihaspathi's
mind, putting him on the Saatvik Maarg (path of righteousness).

Sri Hayagriva went on to save both Brihaspathi and his followers from
going down the wrong path. His timely intervention prevented the
kingdoms of the Devas from wild oscillations and falling under the

influence of the asuras.

Brihaspathi was saved from wrong logic and regained his divine
knowledge. He accepted Sri Hayagriva as his timely protector and
benefactor.
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While conducting a Yagna (ritual sacrifice), the person performing the
ceremony calls upon the Devas to receive their share of Havis
(oblations). The Devas called by name, come forward, and put their
hands forth directly to receive their share of Havis. Most times, the
Agni Devta comes as a representation for the Devas. He acts as an
intermediary in receiving the Havis from the Yagna.

In the Yagna performed by Brahma Deva atop Hasthi Giri, Sri
Hayagriva himself appeared in the form of Varadarajan amidst the
towering flames of the fire of the Yagna Kuntam (place for sacred fire).
He received the Havis directly, which made Brahma very happy and
fulfilled. The Devas had arrived and assembled as their names were
called. When they stretched out their hands, the Havis eluded them.
Sri Hayagriva accepted the sacred offering directly, and Brahma
explained to the Devas he was performing a special Yagna, and that
his motive was specific. Sri Hayagriva received the Havis directly and
distributed it to the Devas. When he gifted the Devas the tasty Havis, it
gave them complete contentment.
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Sri Hayagriva is the form of Pranavam. He is the source of all letters
and the chief cause of the universe. The universe is made up of Devas,
humans, and other living beings that include animals and plants.
There are the fundamental forces of nature that include the wind, sky,
water, fire, earth, and other realities. They are created with the help of
the Vedas, which are like trees comprising of several branches. The
principal root for all Vedas is the Mantram, which is called Pranavam.
Also known as Ek Aksharam, this is an indestructible Aksharam (letter)
and the foremost. Those on the righteous path can comprehend
correctly that Sri Hayagriva is the original form of Pranavam. He is the
source of all letters and the base for all knowledge.
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Sri Hayagriva is acknowledged as the God of all knowledge. The
universe had no shape or name before creation. Out of the source of
nature, he created egos and the Pancha Bhootams (air, water, fire,
sky, and land). He gave them names and a tangible form.

Sri Hayagriva then entered them as the Antarayami (omniscient- all-
knowing). He dwells within everyone and is the ultimate destination.
The Vedas that originated from him salute him as their primary source
and the goal of the universe. Those blessed with vast knowledge and
Vedic speech realize that Sri Hayagriva is not only the Creator but also
the ultimate destination. He is the Prajapathi (King) and creates
everyone and then dwells in them. Sri Hayagriva is all-encompassing
and has no equal or superior.
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Sri Hayagriva is described here as a pure crystal whose hue is
comparable to the luminescent, cooling white rays of the moon that
are comforting and remove all worldly afflictions. This image of Sri
Hayagriva creates a lot of delight for those who meditate deeply on
him and have the great fortune of having a darshan (viewing) of his
spotless sacred presence. The image of Sri Hayagriva is compared to
the waves generating from the milky ocean. The great venerable and
knowledgeable ones meditate on this image and are in a blissful state
The divine image of Sri Hayagriva comprises a pristine pure whiteness
and beauty, he who emanates hues like the cooling rays of the moon
that resemble rejuvenating nectar. These delightful waves splash on
the meditators, immersing them in a state of bliss that cannot be
described. A blessed one recognizes Sri Hayagriva as the ultimate
destination.
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The king swans represented by yogis and sanyasis take up abode in
the divine lake Manasarovar, and Sri Hayagriva chooses to take up
abode in their minds and hearts. Yogis, who meditate on the sacred
form of Sri Hayagriva, have the power to visualize him seated on a
white lotus within their heart. They are the ones blessed with the
command of the divine speech. God chooses these devotees as his
abode and helps them in their meditational efforts. All forms of
knowledge rush to serve the yogis who visualize Sri Hayagriva in the
core of their being. The blessed ones become the source of all
knowledge.
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The devotees of Sri Hayagriva need to meditate for only half a
moment on his luminous, white, lustrous form, so that they may
receive the benefits of being covered and drenched in his spotless
white rays emanating from his form, like ever-flowing nectar of the
moon. The drenching the devotees receive from the pure white rays
from him, gifts them the purity and momentum of divine speech that
is faster than the effervescent Akasa Ganga flowing from the
mountains. The speed of Akasa Ganga pales into insignificance when
compared to the speed of divine speech, of those blessed by God.
Such blessed ones have the gift of Vedic mantras.
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The devotees of Sri Hayagriva experience great joy when they focus
their attention on his pure form. They meditate on him without letting
up. Deep in meditation, they have the delightful experience of being
flooded in nectar. The joy of experiencing God in the deepest core of
their hearts makes their hairs stand on end. Their contemplation of Sri
Hayagriva raises hairs as roots in their hearts, which later take life
externally and sprout on the limbs, where they stand on end. The
heart is the core and source of a being where happiness is
experienced. Tears of joy and the happiness that sprouts from the
inner soul to the external limbs are a symbol of the blissful
experience.
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The yogis are deep in the meditation of Sri Hayagriva. Their minds are
pulled away from external distractions and pulled inwards. Their focus
is only on God. In a state of deep meditation, they visualize the form
of the divine and auspicious Sri Hayagriva. Their minds are uplifted,
and they experience a surge of happiness, like an ocean rising when it
witnesses the moon rising in the sky. That wave of immense joy
cannot be controlled, and the dam breaks. Devotees experience a
flow of tears of joy that cannot be contained, and they spill over.
These are the blessed ones who have such uplifting experiences that
can bring eternal tears to their eyes upon having a Darshan (sacred
view) of Sri Hayagriva.
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The ones who are fortunate to experience Sri Hayagriva are truly
evolved and are connected to the Supreme Being. These wise ones
place their minds at the feet of Sri Hayagriva. They become glorified in
their greatness. So concentrated are they at the feet of Sri Hayagriva
that they gain immense strength. The devout pray to Sri Hayagriva,
confirming their complete surrender unto him. They seek his help to
cross the Maaya (illusion) that flows without a beginning or an end,
that denies them the true vision of God.
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The knowledgeable devotees cross the line of Maaya that hypnotizes
humans just the way a magician would captivate his audience. Sri
Hayagriva bestows blessings on his ardent devotees to transcend this
difficult Maaya (illusion) seamlessly. God has the Maaya, which is a
great power that he projects, from whose grip no one can escape
unless he gives his blessings. God observes the level of Bhakti in his
devotees that melts his heart, and he helps them cross his Maaya.
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The knowledgeable and devout are aware that it is not easy to have
the blessing of worshipping the divine feet of Sri Hayagriva. Moksha
(salvation) can only be attained through severe penance in previous
births. When a devotee worships the feet of the Supreme Being, it is
the rarest of rare wealth, the blessing of salvation. Beyond the
Supreme Being, one can attain other benefits. However, worshipping
the sacred feet of God is akin to the Chinthamani Rathnam (rarest of
gems) that bestows all blessings sought from it.

The attainment of salvation is obtained from blessings at the feet of
Sri Hayagriva. One prays for continued and uninterrupted meditation
of the sacred lotus feet.
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Brahma Deva encodes the Brahma Lipi (fate) on a person’s skull when
one is born. The person’s life follows those instructions. The Brahma
Lipis, for a devotee in pursuit of Moksha (salvation), interfere with his
meditation and the penance he carries out. The life of such a person
thus experiences the cycle of birth and death, and the perception of
attainment of Supreme Blessings for salvation recedes further and
further away.

However, the power of the sacred dust on the lotus feet of Sri
Hayagriva is incomparable and is found on the heads of Brahma and
other Devas who can then overcome their misfortunes. The access to

the sacred dust of the lotus feet could change the fate of a human
being. May the power of that sacred dust settle on the heads of
devotees permanently and erase the Brahma Lipis making them
untenable, as the sacred dust has the power to completely eradicate
the Brahma Lipis, written on one’s skull. May the devout attain
Moksha (salvation).
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The focus is on the sacred lotus feet of Sri Hayagriva when devotees
meditate on them, where the ankles are adorned with anklets inlaid
with precious gems. The luster from the gems has the power to match
the brightness of the sun and become the early rays of dawn, chasing
any traces of darkness that linger. Devotees pray that any hint of
ignorance should be banished by the luster of God's sacred feet. The
knowledgeable compare the rising of the sun that makes the lotus
blossom, to the awakening and growth of Bhakti in them as they stay
focused on the sacred feet of Sri Hayagriva. The radiance of the lotus
feet of Sri Hayagriva removes any trace of ignorance. The meditation
on the lustrous feet of God adorned with gems can dispel the dark
clouds, while there is the growth of divine knowledge that blooms

from a shrunken state into full blossom.
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The divine speech generated by the knowledge of the Vedas is
compared to the precious gems that adorn the anklets on the sacred
feet of Sri Hayagriva. Humans typically tend to safeguard their jewels

in a safe box. The Veda mantras that represent precious jewelry for
the devout are similarly stored in one’s head. The Vedas are protected
through the instructions given by God to Brahma in every period. The
anklets worn on the sacred feet of Sri Hayagriva have matchless
precious gems. These anklets make twinkling and sacred sounds
when they move, which are delectable to the ears of the devotees
The sounds of the anklets provide a deeper meaning of the Vedas.
The sacred anklets are like safe boxes that protect precious Vedas.

The Vedas are compared to the precious gems in the sacred anklets,
which, when moved, produce sweet, sacred sounds. Anklets are made
of small golden balls with gems rolling inside freely. And the golden
balls are joined together to form the anklets with gems inside. When
God walks, he generates sounds from the anklets that sound divine to
the devotees meditating on the sacred feet. Losing themselves in the
sounds made by the sacred anklets, the devout attain divine
knowledge.
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Sri Hayagriva's right-hand serves as an instrument to kindle the wick in
the lamps to impart the meaning of the Vedas to the devotees, and
the position of the right- hand is instrumental in teaching the deeper
meaning of the views that devotees need to grasp. The sacred and
knowledgeable persona of God is the Kalpakaa tree that grants boons
to devotees during their meditation.

The right hand is gracious and held in a Gnana Mudra pose that is
beautiful to behold.

It represents the tender shoot of the Kalpakaa tree and embodies
knowledge. It kindles the knowledge of the eternal Vedas lit by the
bright intellect, and is the eternal lamp nourished and protected by Sri
Hayagriva. The sacred right-hand removes all ignorance, and the
position of the hand symbolizes imparting knowledge to the devout.
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citte karomi sphuritaksamalam
savyetaram natha karam tvadiyam |
jAanamrto daficana lampatanam
Illa ghatt yantra mivasritanam || 24 | |

The right hand of Sri Hayagriva holds a Japa Mala (prayer beads) that
is akin to a Ghatee Yantram (machine for pumping water). Just as the
machine rotates and brings up water at every turn, there is a
movement of the beads in God's right hand, which reflects his blessing
to the devotees when he brings the nectar of divine knowledge from
his depths, so that his devotees may gain wisdom. He blesses the
devout abundantly with divine knowledge.
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prabodha sindhorarunaih prakasaih
pravala sanghata mivodvahantam |
vibhavaye deva sapustakam te
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The lower right hand of Sri Hayagriva embraces his consort, Maha
Lakshmi. The hand also holds a book. The left-hand contains a reddish
hue that reminds Sri Vedanta Desikan, composer of the Hayagriva
Stotram, of the assembled corals that have been brought from the
depth of the ocean of knowledge. This hand reflects power and glory
that also blesses the devout and knowledgeable with boons they
desire.

The halo of reddish hue emanating from the left hand of Sri Hayagriva
is a reminder of the enlightenment that comes to the rescue of those
who seek his sacred feet in refuge. The sacred hand removes
ignorance in the minds of the devotees.
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tamamsi bhitva visadairmaytkhaih
samprinayantam vidusascakoran |
nisamaye tvam nava pundarike
saradghane candramiva sphurantam || 26 | |

The radiance of Sri Hayagriva gladdens the hearts of all scholars as he

destroys the pervading darkness. God is seated on a newly blossomed

radiant white lotus, and he emanates spotless white rays. Witnessing

the sacred form of Sri Hayagriva, devotees are reminded of the white

and undulating hues of the autumn moon, that removes the darkness

of the night. The white moonbeams make the Chakora birds happy as
it is their only nourishment.

Sri Hayagriva on the radiant white lotus is compared to the full moon
in autumn, radiating white and spotless beams of light. The scholars
are comparable to the Chakora birds waiting in anxiety for the
moonbeams to sustain themselves. The scholars are sustained by the
effervescent white rays of light from God, which also destroys
ignorance around the world.
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dishantu me deva sada tvadiyah
daya taranganucarah kataksah |
Srotresu pumsam amrtam ksarantim
sarasvatim samsrita kamadhenum | | 27 | |

The devotee prays for the divine glances of Sri Hayagriva to grant him
the powers of praising him. The Stotrams of the Vedas sound like the
nectar of heavenly music to the ears of the devout. May
auspiciousness descend on those who recite the Stotrams.

Sri Vedanta Desikan, the composer of the Hayagriva Stotram, prays to
God to empower him with divine speech to create poems through
God's eternal grace. He implores God to shower his blessings on him
as he readies for debates and prays to God to empower him with the
Veda mantras so that he can debate with clarity and strength of mind.
He prays that the nectar of the Veda mantras stream into the ears of
devotees and bless them to realize their desires.

Sri Vedanta Desikan prays for the boon of mastery over his speech,
and the power for him to win debates with those assembled, master
poets and logicians.
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visesa vitparisa desu natha
vidagdha gosthi samaranganesu |
jigisato me kavitarki kendran
jihvagra simhasanam abhyupeyah | | 28 | |

Sri Vedanta Desikan here prays for the power of speech so that he can
win over poets and logicians. He seeks the blessings of Sri Hayagriva
to join the battlefield of contestants where very learned scholars will

mediate the debates. He seeks blessings to win over the
representatives of great mathams (religious centers). He prays for the
power of the Vedic mantras that will establish the truth. He implores
Sri Hayagriva that he may succeed in his efforts to protect the
Siddhantham (ideology)and prays that God sits on the tip of his
tongue to let flow the divine speech. God’s presence is essential in a
debate over rival ideologies.
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tvam cintayan tvanmayatam prapannah
tvamudgrnan sabda mayena dhamna |
svamin samajesu samedhisiya
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Sri Vedanta Desikan seeks the blessings of Sri Hayagriva to meditate
on his divine form. He seeks God's help to imbibe his attributes and
that he may have oneness with him. He wants to chant the sacred
mantra that can help him conquer the battlefield of debates with rival
ideologies. He seeks to be a warrior and emerge victorious with Sri
Hayagriva's blessings and have endless strength to argue debates.

Once Sri Hayagriva sits on the tongue of Sri Vedanta Desikan, the
devotee goes into deep meditation and reaches a state of oneness
with God. He performs the Hayagriva Mantra in meditative repetition.
It is Sri Hayagriva who wins these debates using Sri Vedanta Desikan
as an instrument.
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nana vidhanamagatih kalanam
na capi tirthesu krtavatarah |
dhruvam tavanatha parigrahayah
navam navam patramaham dayayah || 30 | |

Sri Vedanta Desikan appeals to Sri Hayagriva's compassion, stating his
position to be hopeless and hapless, and that he qualifies the best for
God’'s mercy and blessings. The devotee prays to Sri Hayagriva,
seeking his blessings for a clear understanding of ideologies so that
he can be competent and ably defend them in debates. The devotee
explains his shortcomings to Sri Hayagriva, stating that he has not
devoted time to learn any knowledge or skills, nor has he accumulated
any blessings by bathing in holy waters. He has not rendered any help
or excellent services to his teachers to attain their blessings. He
appeals to God, who has infinite compassion and kindness to
welcome the hopeless and hapless with open arms. An individual with
such limitations as himself, the devotee says he is best qualified to
receive the mercy and blessings of Sri Hayagriva.
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Sri Vedanta Desikan seeks Sri Hayagriva's blessings so that any doubts
he fosters in his mind about his ideology will be erased. He seeks
God’s benevolence to receive the true and real meanings that will be
etched in his heart, that will remain steady and unshakable by brilliant
logic and will disclose the truth, putting to rest all doubts and
mistaken perceptions about the truth. There would be scholars who
would engage in debate with Sri Vedanta Desikan, who would have
varying opinions but would be unable to attack the true meaning of
his ideology. He seeks blessings from Sri Hayagriva to fulfill the
services in support of his spiritual tradition.

The melting heart of Sri Hayagriva has full compassion for the
devotee, and he blesses him heartily to go forth and extoll the virtues
of the spiritual tradition upheld by him.
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The devotees are in deep meditation of the divine form of Sri
Hayagriva. God holds in his four hands that are soft and resemble the
lotus, the Sudarshan Chakra (sacred wheel), the Paancha Janyam (holy
conch), the Jnana Mudra (gesture of knowledge) and a Book. Sitting on
a fresh white lotus in bloom, God reminds his devotees of the aura of

a pure white crystal that has been freshly opened. The luster of Sri
Hayagriva draws devotees and never fades. His glories are eternal,
and one cannot stop singing in praise of them. Sri Vedanta Desikan
prays for Sri Hayagriva to bestow the divine, white, cool rays of his
nectarine upon him, and implores him to reside in the innermost core
of his heart.
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Sri Vedanta Desikan says that the verse appeals to people who are
righteous and faithful to learn the Stotram composed on Sri Hayagriva
by a legend among poets and logicians, by the name of
Venkatanathan. Everyone should recite this Stotram so that they, too,
can be blessed with the power of composing poetry and attain
knowledge about the true meaning of principles and life's aims. The
Stotram should be learned to obtain blessings of the Veda mantras
with meanings. The Sri Hayagriva Stotram is a very auspicious
rendering of the adoration of God. One’s Bhakti (devotion) should be
steadfast and tenacious to attain the blessings of Sri Hayagriva.

Il 3fa shgaiftaeals aaTE Il

Iti Shri Hayagriva Stotram Samaptam.
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